Nearly a quarter of a century ago, I published a three-part series on “The Chastain Families of Manakin Town in Virginia” (TAG 29:149-56; 40:1-12, 135-47). Pierre Chastain, born say 1663 (according to a census reference then available), of Charost in Berry (now in the Département du Cher), fled by May 1690 to Vevey, Canton Vaud, Switzerland, and was shown to have had three wives (TAG 40::5-7):

(1) an unidentified first wife, not the mythical “Marie Madeline de la Rochefaucald” foisted on the Rev. James Garvin Chastain by an unscrupulous French entrepreneur-”genealogist”

(2) Anne Soblet, daughter of Pierre’s fellow immigrants, Abraham and Susanne (Brian), from Sedan

(3) Mrs. Magdelaine Trabue

Because of the prior articles published on the family, referred to above, I feel it well to abandon a standard chronological generation account, and to write history backwards to point up my arguments.




HIS FIRST WIFE AND THEIR CHILDREN





Since the publication of these articles in 1963-64, the Genealogical Society of Utah microfilmed the registers of Vevey (in September 1975). In 1983 I examined the registers of Vevey at the cantonal archives in Lausanne, but they are also available on microfilm in Salt lake City, or on LDS branch-library loan. These registers contain the following pertinent entries on Pierre Chastain which identify his first wife and their children, or most of them (Archifes Cantonales Vaudoises, Lausanne, Serie Eb, Registres des Paroisses, Vevey):



Date of baptism		Child				Parents					Sponsors

8 May 1690			Jean Adam, fils		Sr. Pierre Chastain		p: Mns. Jean Hurtbinet, marchand, 

										     de Issoudan en		     et Mr. Adam Chas [    ], Impre.

										     Berry, Ref[ugie]		m: Jeane Baptiste Crespe et Susanne Pelishier [?],

										Susanne Reynaut			     leur femmes]



8 8bre. 1691			Marie Susanne		Sr. Pierre Chastain,		p: N. Andre Francois De Tavel

					     fille				     chirurgeon de			m: Dame, Marie De Joffrey sa femme

										     Issoudan en Berry,

										     refugie

										Susanne Regnaut



24 avril 1693		Pauline Elizabeth,	Sr. Pierre Chatean		p: N. et Gen. Paul Tatman (?) de Lussac

					     fille				Susanne Regnaute,		m: Me. de Quirvenin

										refugies a de				

										presente temps			



24 aout 1694			Pierre, fils			Sr. Pierre Chatain		p: Pierre Leveille

					     					Susanne Regnault,		m: sa femme, aussi Refugies

										     refugie				



4 mars 1696			Arthuze, fille		Mr. Pierre Chatain		p: N. Michel DeCrousaz Chastelain de Crosiers

					     					Susanne Reynaud		m: Dem. Arthuze DeJoffray

										     de Issoudun en Berry			



26 fevrier 1697		Jeanne Francoise,	Mr. Pierre Chatain		p: Mr. J. Jaques Dumoulin et

					     fille				     perruquier			     Mr. Theophile Berengier

										Vert. Susanne Renaud	m: leur femmes



5 may 1698			Pierre Samuel,		Mr. Pierre Chatain		p: Messrs. Cornabe & Barbin, perruquier refugie a

					     fils				Vert. Susanne Renaud	     Lausanne



Sometime after this date, and indeed, after the taking of the Refugee Census in September 1698, this family departed Vevey and is next seen at The Hague in The Netherlands. There a further child was baptized:



10 septembre 1699	Susanne, fille		Pierre Chastain

										Susanne Regnault



As we know, Pierre Chastain became very active in gathering together the French-speaking group (a combination of French Huguenot refugees in Switzerland, The Netherlands, England, and perhaps Germany, and native-born French-speaking Swiss) for Virginia colonization. “Pierre Chastain, sa femme et cinq enfants” were among the portion of this group that embarked from London on the Mary and Ann on 19 April 1700.



Thus it will be seen that at least three of the eight baptized children of the couple had died by the time of their voyage to Virginia (assuming that they had no children earlier than the baptismal records in Vevey and The Hague cover). Which of the eight made the voyage? We are aided in the inquiry by a number of records. The firmest aid is given by two patents of land made in 1715 and 1724 (see TAG 40:6). The 1715 patent was to son Jean in his own name; the 1724 patent was to “Capt. Peter Chastain of Henrico County for and in condiseracon of importacon of ffour persons to dwell within this our colony and Dominion of Virginia whose names are Mary Chastain, Jane Chastain, Peter Chastain Junr. and Walter [Povalle?].” The three children thus mentioned, as will be seen from a study of the baptismal records above set out, were all children of the first wife, born abroad and thus “imported,” although all three died young or before achieving maturity Ultimately all three names were re-applied to children born of the second wife, Anne Soblet! But clearly Mary, Jane and Peter, Junr., of the patent were Marie Susanne (bp.1691), Jeanne Francoise (bp. 1697), and Pierre Samuel (bp. 1698), and all three were alive at the date of the voyage (1700) in order for their father to receive credit for their importation. Son Jean (bp. 1690) obviously was also on the Mary and Ann in order to receive his own 1715 patent. That leaves one other child of Pierre and Susanne (baptized in the period 1690-99) to account for in making a total of  “cinq enfants.”



It does not seem possible to identify the fifth child who made the voyage; genealogically it is a fruitless inquiry anyway, since the child did not survive to maturity. (Had it done so, the name would have appeared in the patent surely.) Armed with the baptismal records, let us re-examine the several records that subsequently number the Chastain children. The 1696 Refugee Census of Vaud lists “Cinq enf.” (presumable these were Jean Adam bp. 1690, Marie Susanne bp. 1691, Pauline Elizabeth bp. 1693, Pierre bp. 1694, and Arthuze bp. 1696). If this is correct, then by 1696 no infant mortalities had as yet occurred (TAG 40:3). The name “Arthuze” as recorded in the baptism is apparently not a French feminine form of Arthur, but rather the classical name Arethuse. (Other records in the Vevey baptismal records refer to a Madeline Arethuse de Joffray, who was either the sponsor of little Arethuse Chastain, or a close relative of the sponsor.) “Arethusa was the divinity who inspired pastoral poetry.... Alpheius, the god of the Peloponniesian river Alpheius, fell in love with the nymph Arethusa, whom he pursued. Artemis changed her into a fountain on the island of Ortygia...: (Robert E. Bell, Dictionary of Classical Mythology [Santa Barbara 1982] pp. 59, 188, 296).



The September 1698 Refugee Census of Vaud again enumerates “5 enf.” Since two additional children had by then been baptized into the family (Jeanne Francoise, 1697, and Pierre Samuel, 1698) and these two added children are known to have survived to make the voyage to Virginia, two deaths of children must have taken place in the family between 1696 and 1698. One of these was definitely Pierre (bp. 1694) since Pierre Samuel (bp. 1698) would not likely have been thus baptized in the presence of a brother of the same name. The other death must have been that of either Pauline Elizabeth (bp. 1693) or Arethuse (bp. 1696).



THE MATERNITY OF PIERRE’S CHILDREN



The “cinq enfants” of the 1700 ship’s list had been bereft of their mother Susanne by February 1700/1 when the Falling Creek Miller’s List notes only “Chalaine [sic] & 5 children” (TAG 40:1). By 10 Nov. 1701 the children had acquired a step-mother, Anne Soblet, but two of the children had not survived, for William Byrd’s List enumerates “Mr. Peter Chalin, his wife & 3 chil’n” (TAG 40:1). One of the three children was Jean Adam; we cannot know who the other two children were, but presumably they were two of the three named patentee children. It now seems likely that the only child of Pierre Chastain by this first wife Susanne to survive to produce progeny was Jean Adam and that the daughter Judith, previously assigned provisionally to the first wife, is more likely the daughter of the second wife Anne.



Study of the latter section of this article will show that no example of the name Judith thus far has surfaced n the Chastain or the Renaud/Regnault/Reynault families. However, further information on the Soblet family is now available, at the name Judith does appear there. Second wife Anne Soblet’s ancestry is known to be as on the chart accompanying this article.




�																					JEAN SOBLET

										ABRAHAM SOBLET  							of Beaumont

�										b. Sedan 4 Dec. 1648							later notary of Corcy

										d. Manakin Town, Va. ca. 1716/19

										m. Sedan 31 March 1674						JUDITH LOMBARD

	ANNE SOBLET

	bp. Sedan 27 Oct. 1675	

																					JACQUES BRIAN

�										SUSANNE BRIAN (or Briant)					of Sedan

���										b. Sedan ca. 1652

����																					SUSANNA GERARD




The order of birth of the daughters, if such may be inferred by the order of mention in their father’s will, was: Judith, Susanna, Mary, Elizabeth, and Magdalin. If these five daughters are all to be assigned to Anne, then the eldest, Judith, was named for her mother’s paternal grandmother and a paternal aunt. The second daughter would bear her mother’s mother’s name as well as that of the mother’s maternal grandmother. The remainder of Anne (Soblet) Chastain’s family is set out in TAG 40:8-9. The issue of Anne include four children whose names replicate names originally bestowed upon children of the first wife Susanne:



					Susanne’s children							Anne’s children

				Marie Susanne Chastain bp. 1691				Mary Chastain b. say 1709

				Pierre Chastain bp. 1694						Pierre Chastain b. ca. 1707

				Pierre Samuel Chastain bp. 1698				

				Jeanne Francoise Chastain bp. 1697			Jane Chastain b. ca. 1716, d 1722/23

				Susanne Chastain bp. 1699					Susanna Chastain b. ca. 1705



If the estimate of 1705 of the birth of Susanna is correct and if Judith was indeed her full sister and her older sister, then a birth estimate of 1703 for her would accord with the marriage of Pierre Chastain to Anne Soblet prior to November 1701. 



EARLIER CHASTAIN ANCESTRY



Having consulted the registers of Vevey to establish the identity of Pierre’s first wife, to set forth their family and to attempt to enumerate the little immigrants who accompanied them to Virginia, we are now ready to unearth another layer in the Chastain ancestry. While the Refugee Censuses of Vevey link Pierre Chastain to “Charost en Berry” (now located in the Département du Cher), the registers of Vevey repeatedly identify him and his wife with the locality of “Issoudun en Berry” (now located in the adjacent Département de l’Indre). Of course, ecclesiastically this is quite correct, for in the church records the couple would naturally identify themselves by reference to the Huguenot congregation with which each had formerly been associated. Since there never was a permanent Huguenot congregation in the town of Charost, the Chastain family (or the Huguenot portion of it) sought the ministrations of the congregation nearest to them geographically, and that was Issoudun. More recently it has been discovered that the Huguenot group at Charost was more significant than had previously been thought: “Un document de 1672 fait allusion à la présence à Charost d’un cimetière protestant. Il est donc probable qu’après la pacification du royaume par Henri IV une petite communautéré formée avait, elle aussi, son temple. Il dut subsister un certain temps, peut-étre jusqu’a la révocation de l’ Édit de Nantes” (Charost: Guide Accuel [Édition 1982] p. 27).



The existing references to sacraments involving the Chastains must be sought, in consequence, in the Huguenot registers of Issoudun. These have not as yet been microfilmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, so that the original registers must be consulted at the Archives Départementales de l’Indre at Chateauroux.  This I did in 1985. The Reformation came to Issoudun in 1556; “Le protestantisme s’installa en 1556 à Issoudun et trouva un accueil favorable de la part des notables. Le catholicisme restant la religion des gens du peuple... En 1569, les catholiques brúlerent le temple des réformées...” (Bernard Gagnepain, Par les rues d’Issoudun [Issoudun 1982] p. 8). While Pierre Chastain with other members of his family had to journey to Issoudun from Charost for Huguenot ministrations, it would seem likely that his first wife Susanne Renaud (and variants) came from Issoudun itself.



The following register entry appears to be concerned with this Susanne Renaud:



Lundy le 23 aout 1683 ont été baptisées janne et Suzanne Regnault, filles jurneaux de Samuel Regnault, bourgeouis d’Issoudun et de Anne Prevost, nées le vingtieme (jour) de ce mois présentée par Samuel Regnault fils de Gedeon Regnault et Suzanne Regnault, fille de Pierre Regnault, bourgeois de cette ville.



Though this entry occurred some years prior to Suzanna’s marriage to Pierre Chastain, which record has not to date been located, it appears to be concerned with Pierre’s eventual wife, Suzanne, thus standing as sponsor to Samuel Regnault’s twin daughters. Notice that one of the couple’s sons was names Pierre Samuel, who thus would be seen to be named not only for his own father but also for his maternal grandfather (Pierre Regnault) and for a presumed maternal uncle Samuel. This entry also establishes the Regnault home as Issoudun, according to the phrase “bourgeois de cette ville” as applied to Suzanne’s father Pierre.



The family name of Suzanne is one of extremely malleable spelling, as will be observed in the baptismal records above which refer to her (Renaud, Regnault, Regnaut, Regnaute, Reynaud, Reynaut). The main entry for the surname in a standard French dictionary of surnames is Renaud:



Renaud ++, var. grahpiques Rehaux, Renault + (région d’Orléans-Tours), Renaut + (Nord), Regnaud +, -ault avec g adventice (v. Renard): and. n. de bapt. germ., Ragin-wald- (ragin-, conseil; waldan, gouverner).... Formes occitanes Raynaud + , Reynaud ... (Albert Dauzat, Dictionnaire étymologique des norms de famille et prénorns de France [Paris ca. 1951] p. 516).



There are two Virginia references to Reynaud/Renaud/Reno which are deserving of comment: First, there is an extremely garbled reference to a Chastain-Reno intermarriage which surfaced some decades ago in published work on the Agee family:



John Francis Chastain, of France, married Frances Jane Reno or Regnault, or Renaut, daughter of Charles Reno and wife, Ann...[Sous] Charles Reno Chastain and Capt. Peter James Chastain, came to Virginia.... (Dr. P.M. Agee, The Agee Family [1937] General Addenda, p. 330, reprinted in Louis N. Agee, The Agee Register: A Genealogical Record of the Descendants of Mathieu Agee, A Huguenot Refugee to Virginia [Baltimore 1982] p. 5).



While this account is so garbled as to prohibit reliance on it, one has to wonder whether just the kernel of a Renaud descent managed to survive in some distant descendant’s ancestral recollection.



Second, and here we are on firmer ground insofar as documentation survives, there was indeed a male Reynaud who was an initial settler at Manakin Town: Etienne Reynaud (as he himself consistently spelled it). He served as Clerk of King William Parish from at least 1707 to 1715, and again in the year 1720 (see Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, hereafter Virg. Mag. Hist. Biog., vols. 12-14, which reprint the vestry minutes of King William). The list of  the passengers on Ye Peter and Anthony, 20 Sept. 1700, includes Pierre Renaud (Virginia Historical Society, Collections, 5:14). The “Liste Generalle de Tous le Francois Protestants Refugies Establys dans la Paroisse du Roy Guillaume” (ca. 1714) enumerates “Estienne Regnault, 1 femme, 0 garcons, 2 filles, total, 4” (VHS Coll. 5:45). On 23 March 1715 “Stephen Renno” patented 133 acres on the South side of James River, “being in the upper part of the last 5,000 acres surveyed for the French refugees” (Virginia Patent Book 10, p 283; Nell M. Nugent, Cavaliers and Pioneers: Abstracts of Virginia land Patents and Grants 3 [Richmond 1979]:180). Etienne Reynaud thereafter bobs in and out of the King William parish records: he is listed as a tithable in 1710 through 1719 consistently; his realty holdings are listed in the parish in 1722 (Virg. Mag. Hist. Biog. 13:278) but not in 1727/8. He does not again appear as a tithable until 1735, and then in the household of “Daniel Pero, Stiphin Reno” (Virg. Mag. Hist. Biog. 13:175). Again, a long absence, and in June 1744 he is listed as “Stephen Reno, Jno. Weaver.” Clayton Torrence does not list a will or an estate for him (Virginia Wills and Administrations, 1632-1800) [Richmond 1930]. Possibly, his listing with Daniel Perault and John Weaver would account for marriages of the two daughters listed in 1714; and the absence of any sons in 1714 would in itself account for the disappearance of the surname in King William Parish. Whether any relationship existed between him and the Lewis Reno who settled in Prince William County, Virginia, by 1711-12 is presently unknown. The Virginia Magazine editor  makes this comment on him: “Mr. Reynaud’s familiarity with legal forms would indicate that he had been an avocat or notaire before his exile” (11:295). Further research in Châteauroux could conceivably locate him there prior to the Revocation and reveal a relationship to Pierre Chastain’s first wife. The Gen. Jesse Reno for whom Reno, Nev., was named, born in Wheeling, [W.] Va., will likely prove a descendant of the Reno family of Prince William County, Va. (Dictionary of American Biography; Thomas H. Thompson, History of Nevada [Oakland, Calif., 1881] p. 634).



The recently published article by J.C. Reneau “Origin of the Surname Reneau/Renno/Reno in Virginia,” Virginia Genealogist 33(1989):122-27, shows that the reference in Tyler’s Magazine (5[1923]:176) to Lewis Reno “as an overflow from the Manakintown Huguenot settlement” is erroneous, and that Lewis Reynaud and Benjamin Reynaud and their families had arrived in the Northern Neck of Virginia in 1688, both from the Province of Angoumois. Additionally, it is worth considering whether the Marie who married Daniel Perrow was one of the two daughters of Etienne [Stephen] Reynaoult listed in 1714. Stephen Reno of the County of Goochland and Parish of King William sold 44 acres to Daniel Perro of the same parish and county on 12 Feb. 1742 (Goochland Co., Va., Deeds &c 4:146). The third son of Daniel and Marie Perrow was named Stephen Perrow, born 20 Nov. 1735 in King William Parish. Conceivably he was named for his maternal grandfather. The couple’s first and second sons were named for the paternal grandfather and the father, respectively. For information on the Perrault family, see Cameron Allen, “Preliminary Notes on the Perrault/Perrow Family of Roi Guillaume,” Virginia Genealogist 8(1964):67-74, 126-31, 149-55.



PIERRE’S BIRTH AND PARENTAGE



Leaving the Renaud/Regnault/Reynault family, we now direct our search once more at the Chastain paternal line, and Pierre and his siblings are located in the following series of baptisms abstracted from the registers of Issoudun:



Date of baptism		Child				Parents						Sponsors



22 decembre 1652	Jacques				Mch. Estieenne Chastain		Jehan laurent

										Jehanne Laurent				Jehanne Chastain



25 fevrier 1655		Anne				Estienne Chastain			p: Jehan Chastain

										Jehanne laurent				m: Suzanne Jupillo

	

11 fevrier 1657		Jeanne				M. Estienne Chastaing		p: Mo. Pierre Laurent

										   Notr. a Charost				m: honneste femme Jeanne

										   honneste femme 			   Laurent, tant

										   Jeanne Laurent



9 avril 1659			Pierre				Estienne Chastaing			Pierre Laurent, Msr. gantier

										   Nor. Re. a Charost			honneste femme Jeanne

										Jeanne Laurent				   Chastaing, femme de Mar. Augier

					

�24 aout 1661			Jean				Etiene Chatain				p: Jean Trumeau le jeune

   b. 10 aout								   Notaire Royal a Charrotz	   de Charrotz

										Jeanne Laurent				m: honnete fille Marie Chatain, sa tante



3 fev. 1664			Marie				Estienne Chastaing			p: Moyse Laurent Sr. de Saloucer (?)

										   Nor. Re. a Charost

										honneste femme 				m: honneste fille Jeanne Chastaing

										   Jeanne Laurent

										

27 fev. 1667			Marie				Ma. Estienne Chastaing		p: Jean Demesne, praticien (?) a Charost

										   Nor. Re.					m: Honneste Jeanne Trumeau,					

										honneste Jeanne Laurent		   fille de M. Estienne Trumeau



The parrains and marrains set out above provide some clues as to the ancestry of the couple. Moyse Laurent is twice at least described as “chirurgien” (at the baptisms of Margueirite Trumeau in 1656 and of Louis Laurent in 1661); hence, one may speculate that Pierre Chastain followed a bent present in both his mother’s family and his father’s family in selecting his occupation of chirurgeon. The “honneste fille” Marie Chastain who stood as sponsor to her nephew Jean Chastain n 1661 appears to have been the maiden lady of 38 years married in August 1682:



Jean Demesne, age de quarante ans and honnest fille Marie Chastan agée de trente-huit ans, tous deux de la ville de Charost; assist de la part de l’espoux pierre et Jan Trumeau ses cousins germains et de la part de l’espouse, jacques Chastan son frere et David Guishard son cousin german demeurans a Charost ....



Pierre Chastain’s parents, Etienne Chastain and Jeanne Laurent, appear a number of times as sponsors at baptism. For example:



Date of baptism		Child				Parents						Sponsors



23 Juin 1658			Estienne, fils			Pierre Bartomme				p: Estienne Chastain de Charost

										   chirurgien a Lueray			m: Anne Laurent

										Catherine Manquier



4 [blank]			Francoise fille		Jacques Guichard			p: Etiene Chatain, 

										Marie Trumeau				   procureur et notaire royal



24 Nov. 1669		Suzanne Gilbert									m: Jeanna laurent, femme de 

																	   Me. Estienne Chastain, notaire 

																	   Royal audit Charost





Then, on 30 jan. 1672, at the marriage of Pierre Robillard to Marie Demesne, two of the witnesses for the bride were “Me. Estienne Chastain, Lieutenant a Castelnau (paroisse de Plou, pres de Charost) et jacques Chastain fils dudit Estienne, demeurant audit Charost.” This marriage is recorded on “ quelques feuillets d’un Registre Paroissial protestant d’Issoudun pur les annees 1669-1673,” in the possession of a Monsieur de Bonneval “un des lecteurs des Archives de l”Indre” (letter dated 26 Dec. 1984, from Nicole Patureau, Le Directeur des Archives de l’Indre).

Marriages of two of Pierre Chastain’s uncles are recorded as follows:



Le dimanche onzieme de fevrier (1667) Jean Chastain practicien fils de Mestre Jaques Chastain notaire royal a Charost et de defunct Jeanne Audet, avec Jaqueline Breton, fille de defunct Mestre Jean Breton notaire et de jeanne Trumeau on este maries...



Le neuf janvier 1675 Mestre Moise Chastain procureur au baliage de Charost sinué age de vingt sept ans fils de defunct Mc. Jacque Chastin vinam notaire Royal de la ville de Charot, Lieutenant du marquizat de Castelnau et honneste femme Jeanne Audet ses pere et mere, et honeste fille Jeanne Trumeau agee de vingt huit and fille de defunct Mestre Estienne Trumeau vinam sergent royal audit Charot et honeste femme Anne Laurant ses pere et mere ont este maries in l’eglise d’Issoudun par Mestre Abraham Longuil ministre de la ditte eglise ont ests assistes de honneste personne Jacques Chastin marchant audit Charot frere germine audit Moise Chastin et Mestre Jean Chastin son cousin germin et de mestre Jean d’[illegible] procureur audit marquisan de Castelnau cousin germin de la ditte Trumeau et de Jacque Chastin le [jeune?] pratitien aussi son sousin germin



Moving backward from the preceding marriage entries of Marie Chastain, Jean Chastan and Moise Chastin, and from the baptisms of the children of Etienne Chastain set out above, we locate the baptism of this Etienne at Issoudun:





Estienne Chastain

Dimanche le troisieme jour d’avril meme an [1625] est baptize a Issoudun Estienne Chastain, fils de jacques Chastain et de jeanne Audet ses pere et mere, ne le trentieme jour de mars, son parrain M. Estienne Trumeau notr. royal a Charost & marrain Jeanne Trumeau, femme de Pierre Audet.



This baptism bears the signatures of the father and of the sponsors: Jehanne Trumeau, J. Chastain, and [Estienne] Trumeau.

The baptisms of Etienne Chastain and of his children (studying who the sponsors were) and the marriage records of hsi brothers Jean and Moise and of his sister Marie provide us with a partial listing of the issue of his parents, Jacques Chastain and Jeanne Audet:



	Etienne Chastain, b. 30 March 1625, d 1694 or later, m. Jeanne Laurend

	Jacques Chastain (referred to as “frere germin,” i.e., full brother, in his brother Moise’s marriage entry)

	Jean Chastain, m. 1667 Jaqueline Breton

	Marie Chastain, b. circa 1644, m. 1682 Jean Demesne

	Moise Chastain, b. circa 1647, m. 1675 jeanne Trumeau



Much work remains to be done in the registers of Issoudun on the many further entries therein on the Chastains, the Audets, the Laurents, and the Renauds (and variants). Yet other work needs to be done in the civil records (with emphasis on the minutes notariales) at the Archives Départementales du Cher at Bourges. The significant records at Bourges include the minutes notariales (etude de Charost) of the numerous members of the Chastain family who served as notaires at Charost. Those surviving are listed:

											Archival reference number

	Estienne Chastain, 1579-1604					E 9229 - E 9234

	Jean Chastain, 1611-1647						E 9236 - E 9245

	Jacques Chastain, 1633-1659					E 9246 - E 9258

	Etienne Chastain, 1648-1694					E 9269 - E 9273

	Jean Chastain, 1688-1693						E 9276 

	Jacques Chastain, 1703-1709					E 9277 - E 9278



In the neighboring seigneuries are found these Chastain minutes notariales: 



	Moise Chastain, 1686-1707					E 9274 - E 9275

	Jean Chastain, 1720-1754						E 9283 - E 9286



Obviously the larger part of the family underwent conversion to Catholicism in order to maintain these positions.

It is important to note, however, that the needed Chastain wills and marriage property agreements, which almost certainly must exist for so prominent and legally active a family, will not be found in any of these Chastain minutes, for French law quite understandably does not permit the wills of a near relative to be “guarded” (or included) in the minutes notariales Chastain. Consequently these wills will have to be sought in the minutes notariales of rival notaires operating at Charost and its environs. For ease of locating these, a date of death of each testator — Etienne (1604 or later), Jacques (after 1659 and before 1675), and Etienne the younger (1694 or later) — will have to be known. Location of these wills (and further work on the Issoudunregisters) will establish with greater certainty and fullness the descent of the Chastain family:



ETIENNE CHASTAIN, fled the city of Bourges after the Massacre of St. Bartholomew’s Day in 1572, and served as notaire at Charost, 1597-1604. Presumably his son or grandson was:



JACQUES CHASTAIN, (b. say 1598/1600, d. before 1675) m. JEANNE AUDET before 1625; she d. before 1667; Jacques was notaire royal at Charost 1633-59; their son:



ETIENNE CHASTAIN, (b. 1625, d. 1694 or later) m. JEANNE LAURENT before 1652; notaire royal at Charost, 1648-94; their son:



PIERRE CHASTAIN, (b. 1659, Charost; d. 1728, King William Parish, Va.) m. (1) SUSANNE REYNAUD; m. (2) ca. 1701 ANNE SOBLET; m. (3) Mrs. MAGDELAINE TRABUE.



Certainly the Vevey and Issoudun baptisms set out herein establish beyond peradventure the identity of Pierre Chastain’s first wife, and must terminate further reliance on Marie Madeline de la Rochefaucald as progenitrix of a portion of the Chastain family in America. Alas, to paraphrase the aphorism, genealogically “error, crushed to earth, will rise again,” and Marie Madeline makes her reappearance in Lowell B. Chastain, Virginia Chastains: Genealogy & Family History (Elizabethtown, Pa., 1983) pp. 6, 10. That work and the following works cover segments of the Chastain descent in this country:



The Jason Coward Chastain Historical Society, Jason Coward Chastain and His Family (Monterey, Tenn.[?], ca. 1976)

Claude E. Cook, Little Otter to Lost River: A History of the Chastain Family of Washington County, Indiana (Indianapolis 1976)

Rollo P. Stovall, Chastain Cousins: Origin of the Family of William Chastain of Hall County, Georgia; Some of His Antecedents and Descendants (Sarasota, Fla., 1977)

Mary Avilla Abel Hall Farnsworth-Milligan, Chastain Kith and Kin, 1780-1980 (Newton, Kans., 1981)

Naomi Jackson Chasteen, Chasteen Genealogy and Family History (Broken Arrow, Okla., 1987)



Coordination of Chastain research efforts in this country has been the major objective of The Pierre Chastain Family Association, organized in 1975, which sponsors annual reunions and has since 1976 published a quarterly, fittingly and cleverly entitled The Chestnut Tree. Corresponding Secretary and Genealogist of the Association is Mrs. Geraldine Brown Buland, 100 Ridgeview Drive, Garfield AR 72732.



Note: The usual French diacritical marks have been purposely omitted if they did not appear in the original records.



1328 Stimmel Road, Columbus OH 43223
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