Transcription by Ray Shasteen of guardianship from Amherst Co., VA, Will Book 5, page 66, 

from a flim copy at the Clayton Genealogical Library in Houston, TX on October 30, 1994.  
Periodically updated thru 2014.

Know all men by these presents that we James Chaskan & Robert Chas
kan Abner Padget are held and firmly bound unto Wm Armistead

John Rose Pete Coleman & Wm Topling Gentlemen Justices of the 

County Court of Amherst now sitting in the sum of one thousand

Dollars to be paid to the said Justices or their Successors in office

for the use of the Commonwealth to which payment will and 

truly to be made we bind ourselves our Heirs be jointly and several
ly firmly by these presents sealed with our seals and dated this 

19th day of August 1811.  The Condition of the above Obligation 

is such that whereas the abov bound Jas Chaskey is this day

by  {blank space in original}  Guardian to Patsey Chasky.  Now if

the above bound James Chaskin shall save harmless and 

indemnify the above Justices in the aforesaid appointment

and shall in every respect discharge his duty as a Guardi

an aforesaid then the abov obligation to be void else to re

main in full force unto(?) Virtue
   §
James Shasteen
‹seal›

Signd Sealed (& ck'd(?))

§
Patsey Shasteen
‹seal›

In presence of


§
Abner Padgett
‹seal›

At a Court held for Amherst County the 19th day of August

1811.  This Bond was ack'd in open Court and ordered to be

recorded




Test WL Crawford


{last name illegible, appears based on prior entry, probably the recorder}
Guardian Definition: A guardian was responsible for managing the estate of a minor (or an adult judged not capable of managing their own estate), as well as for their education, debts, and representation in legal actions.  The guardian was not necessarily the person with whom an orphan lived.  Orphans might live with their mother, for instance, but have a guardian to manage their inherited estates.  Orphans under the age of 14 had court-appointed guardians, but at 14 a child could choose their own guardian.  

Present day a guardianship bond is required by an assigned person who handles the property and monies of a minor or otherwise incompetent person. Subject to its specific terms, this bond guarantees an honest accounting and faithful performance of duites. These bonds are customarily filed in a probate court
In my opinion, the most reasonable assumptions are:

The persons involved are James Shasteen (b est 1785 brother of Robert b est 1782, both sons of James Shasteen b est 1755/60) and Abner Padgett {presumed father or brother of Phoebe Pagett (b est 1760/65 and wife of James Shasteen b est 1755/60)} with James being named the guardian. (Logic – James the father b 1755/60 appears to not be involved due to Patsey relationship, either a minor child or spousal relationship or death)
...guardian for Patsey, the identity of which is the major question. 

Possibly Patsey is a minor child (possibly a Martha) and the guardianship is for guardianship of her inherited property, i.e., she had some right to some valuable property that needed to be managed for her benefit until majority. Normally in this period of time, the bond would have been for the value of double the value of the property, i.e., $1000 dollars bond means $500 in assets. (As best as I have found regarding the bonds in those days. The Shasteen land sales in the next two years were in LBS, not dollars, 70 LBS for 130 acres by James Shastead Sen and 60 LBS for 100 acres by James Shartead Jr and Phoebe his wife. This is confusing to me as the dollar amount preceeds the LB amount and I thought the transition was reversed. Researching this anomaly at present. Best advice was to value a bunch of land sales to find overlapping LBS and dollar transactions to attempt to determine the relative value. Not practical at this time due to lace of access.)
Possibly Patsey is an adult with capacity issues and the guardianship is to oversee her well being and manage her assets. Generally, after becoming a widow, in this period of time a woman could sell her property, but the property her deceased husband had was generally passed one third to her with passage after her death to the husband’s heirs, the other two thirds going to the children at time of husband’s death. For this scenario, the most logical likelihood is that Patsey would have been the wife of James senior (b est pre 1730, father to James b est 1755 who married Phoebe b 1760/65) and the guardianship was done for the purpose of permitting James b est 1785 to dispose of his grandfather’s land prior to the family moving to Ohio. 
Issues: Land sale of 130 acres for 70 pounds by James Shastead Sen was in 1812, implication being he was alive to sell the land, and if so, what purpose the guardianship for his wife? Note the sale was not recorded until 1832, so something may have been fishy with the deed in 1812 which accounted for it not being recorded until 1832 via the suit.
Other considerations:


•
Is this guardianship is for an adult Patsey Chaskey, not a minor or it would have been so indicated she was not a minor?

•
Assume James Chaskan is Jas Chaskey is James Chaskin is James Shasteen who signed, note that Abner Padgett is listed in the beginning of the document and also signs. Why? As a witness?

•
Assume Robert Chaskan is Robert Shasteen.


•
Assume Abner Padgett is a relation to Phoebee Pagett who married James Chastaine; possibly her father or more likely her brother.


•
Assume Patsey Chaskey whom a guardian is being named for is Patsey Shasteen who signed the document, not a minor. Why would she have signed if she was an adult lacking capacity that necessitated a guardianship?
Comments:


•
Spelling of names in Guardianship is typically confusing, in the same document; Chaskan, Chaskey, Chaskin, Shasteen, probably all representing only one of the names.

•
On 15 May 1812, James Shastead Sen. sold 130 acres of land for 70 pounds that I have yet to determine exactly how he acquired.  This land was sold to the same two individuals as the 100 acres below for 60 pounds, John and R.S. Ellis, a mercantile concern.  The deed however for the 133 acres was not filed until 15 October 1832 as a result of a lawsuit in Chancery Court.  Note that Robert Shastead paid land tax on 133 acres for the years 1804, 1805 & 1806, yet I have not yet been able to determine that he purchased or sold any land in the county.  Note that in 1804-1806, James and Robert paid tax on 293 acres combined, yet I only have records for purchase of 100 and sale of 233.  The deeds for these 233 acres both refer to Otter Creek and bounded by lines of William (Wm.) Davis and Robert Knuckles, indicating their proximity to one another.  

•
What was the relative value of dollars in the guardianship to pounds in the subsequent land sales? Seems like a thousand dollars was a large bond for the apparent state of the Shasteens that sold the land in 1812. See http://eh.net/encyclopedia/money-in-the-american-colonies/ for an oblique discussion of the progress of the country in moving from the pound to the dollar.

•
On 14 Sept 1812, James Shartead Jr. and his wife Phoebe sold 100 acres of land that James Shastead had purchased 17 June 1799 from Ambrose Gatewood and his wife.  James Shastead (Shasteen) paid land tax on 60 acres from 1790-1800 inclusive, 160 acres from 1801-1807, no tax collected by the state or county in 1808, 100 acres 1809-1815 inclusive and was not listed from 1816 to 1833 inclusive, nor were any other Shasteens of any spelling.

Additional Questions:


•
Could Patsey Chaskey/Shasteen be Phoebee Pagett who married James Chastaine in Amherst on 17 Apr 1782? Note that the Rev.'s last name was Coleman, the same last name as the Pete Coleman noted in the Guardianship. This would require a non standard use of Patsey for Phoebee, or for Phoebee to be Martha Phoebee or Phoebee Martha.

•
Could Patsey be the wife of James Sr. that witnessed the 1748 deed and sold 150 acres in 1751 and James be their son who married Phoebe Pagett who had children Robert, William, Edmond, Frances and Elizabeth per the 1832 court proceedings listed as heirs at law of James Shastead, Sen.?  If so, what about James and John who appeared to be the sons of James that married Phoebee per the personal property tax roles? Known to be deceased but not known that Robert was apparently deceased also?

•
What additional relationship could be implied here for Abner Padgett to the Shasteen family?  Relationship to Patsey?

Comments & Additional Questions:  

Is James Chaskan:

Possibly the James Shastead listed on the Amherst Co., VA 1810 census with household consisting of 1 male 0-10 (born 1800-1810), 2 males 16-26 (born 1784-1794), 1 male over 45 (born before 1765), 2 females 10-16 (born 1794-1800), 1 female 16-26 and 1 female over 45.  

Possibly the James Shastead who on "June 17, 1799" in Amherst Co., VA "purchased 100 acres on Otter Creek, a branch of James River, from Ambrose Gatewood and Margaret, his wife.  The land was on William Davis' line.  Witnessed by Benjamin Shackelfords, Thomas Jenkins and Roland Biass." and on "September 14, 1812" the "James Shastead, Jr. and Phoebe, his wife, sold 100 acres, as noted in the above, June 17, 1799, to John Ellis.  Witnesses were Richard Eubank, Charles Burks; son David, John Tandy, Peter Markham and Jno H. Levely."  (Ref.:  Virginia Chastains page 136.)  


Could this be near the land in the following description: "William Chastain's George Chastain, married on August 18, 1791, in Franklin County, Virginia to Rebecca Staton, daughter of George Staton.  Marriage by Randolph Hall, a pioneer Baptist preacher.  On December 20, 1801, George Shatteen purchased 80 acres on the West Bank of Otter Creek from Thomas and Lucy Staton of Buckingham County, Virginia.  This land adjoined that of George Staton, Sr.  Witnesses to the Deed were George Staton, Sr., George Staton, Jr., and Charles Rakes.  In 1786 William Cannady lived and settled land adjacent to George Shasteen."  (Ref.:  Virginia Chastains page 143., Amherst section - Franklin formed in 1785 from Bedford, Henry and Patrick - Note that there is no Otter Creek in present Bedford, although there is one in Amherst and in Franklin.  The Otter in Bedford is the Big and Little Otter River.)

Possibly the James Shastead who paid taxes (and farmed?) 60 acres of land as listed on the Amherst Co., VA land tax rolls 1790 through 1800, 160 acres 1801 through 1807, and 100 acres 1809 through 1815.  ( Note that 1808 was not filmed and he was not listed in 1816 to 1833.)  Note that his land purchase was 100 acres, yet from 1801 through 1807, he paid taxes on 160 acres.  Also note that Robert Shastead paid taxes on 133 acres in 1804, 1805 & 1806.  Source, disposition and timing of the 60 acres has yet to be determined.  Could this be "borrowed" land, see Robert below as he farmed 133 acres 1804-1806, yet James Shastead, Sen. sold 130 acres in 1812, recorded in 1832 after his death.

Possibly the Jos or Jas shown with William on the 1791 Buckingham Co. Personal Tax Lists, or his son?  (Ref:  Virginia Chastains page 141.)

Possibly be - "Deed Book 1, Page 361.  James Sharsted, Jr. {Found no indication on first exam of deed of the Jr.}in Nov 1751, sold 150 acres of land to Wm Cabell {In Albemarle, now Amherst}.  The land was located on branches of Huff's Creek on the east side of the Tobacco Row Mountains adjacent to Benjamin Stennets and Wm Cabell.  Witnessed by James Freeland, James Christian, and Philip Davis." {Could Christian be Chastain?} (Ref:  Virginia Chastains page 141.) {Note that this land maybe less than 10 miles from where Otter Creek meets the James River.}

Probably the father of Robert Shasteen below or could he be an uncle or cousin.  Relative birthdates support either at this point, land tax records support father son relationship, however the question of James Sr., vs James Jr. and the heirs at law of James Sr. not including James, Jr., who perhaps was deceased at the time?

Is Robert Chaskan probably:

the Robert Shastead who paid taxes (and farmed?) 133 acres of land as listed beneath James Shastead on the Amherst Co., VA land tax rolls for the years 1804 through 1806.  Did he purchase and sell this land or did he rent and pay taxes on the land only?  

the Robert Chastain that married Nancy Caskey, (Marriage Bond, Book 1, page 94.  Robert Chastain to marry Nancy Caskey, daughter of Archibald Caskey, deceased.  Date of bond, February 7, 1804.  Married by Sam Houston, Pastor of the High Bridge Church.  Surety, Joseph Grigsby).

the Robert Shasteen listed on the Rockbridge Co., VA 1810 census page 401 (page 265 on Clayton Library's copy) with household consisting of 2 males 0-10 (born 1800-1810), 1 male 10-16 (born 1794-1800), 1 male 16-26 (born 1784-1794), 1 male 26-45 (born 1766-1784), 2 females 0-10, 1 female 16-26 and 1 female over 45 (born before 1765).  My analyses places Robert's birthdate logically to be between 1775 and 1784 based on bracket change between the 1810 and 1820 census and also with James Shastead household above accounts for all males by age into Ross Co., OH 1820 and following and Henry/Defiance Co., OH 1830 and following censuses on the assumption James was not with them in Ohio in 1820, either deceased or elsewhere.  Note 1820 Ross Co., OH Robert Chasteen census has female over 45 that could be either Robert's or Nancy's mother, perhaps "Patsey Chaske/Shasteen" as named in the guardianship, being mother or grandmother to one of the two.

the Robert Chasteen that appeared on the 1820 census of Ross Co., OH with 2 males 10-16, 4 males 0-10, 1 male 26-45, 2 females 10-16 and 1 female 26-45 (listed as Nancy in 1830 and subsequent censuses).  Note that in the 1820 census of the same county, James Chasteen had in his household a female age 45 or more, born pre 1775

Val Burd Jan 2010 thoughts - Abner Padgett was Phoebe's brother. I believe her father was Edmund Padgett who was the head of the household in Amherst Co according to the 1785 tithe listing. James who went to KY was thought to be a brother of Jesse who married Elinor Wade, daughter of John and Elizabeth Wade. The James who married Phoebe Padgett and went to Ross Ohio is the one who is guardian of Patsy (Martha) who appears to be the daughter of a Polly Shasteen and her deceased husband. (RDS Note, no Polly in the document, don’t know the source for Val of Polly) One of these James is probably the son of James Sr. and wife Elizabeth who I find in 1749 Albemarle records, Renne, Nathaniel, and an Anne Chastain also show up in those early records.

Other Virginia Chastains References to consider:

page 55 Charlotte County - "As to the Brand I Bar S on the horses.  Remember that William Chastain, Peter's son {confirmed?} living about 35-40 miles away in Franklin County was identified on Marriage Bonds as William Shasteen. {The William of Little Otter}  It is likely that the horse was obtained from his Grandson Isham who was living in the same county."

page 134 Albemarle Co. - "James Chasteen of Amherst County, Virginia married in November 1788 to Nancy Kennedy {Kenedy-Cannaday}, a daughter of John Kennedy {Kenedy-Cannaday of Amherst County, VA., see page 144.}.  Readers interested in  the above William Witt, and James Chasteen family descendants, should read LBC's findings in Bedford County, Virginia.  Especially the information concerning a Will for John Kennedy, written February 22, 1781 and probated September 24, 1788."  

page 144 Amherst Co. - "Jesse Shasteen of Amherst county, married November 21, 1785 to Ellenor Coffee, widow of Archelaus Coffee.  April 20, 1789, Elizabeth Wade, Jesse Shasteen, and his wife Ellenor sold to Jacob Puckett, land formerly belonging to John Wade on William Allen's line.  Elizabeth Wade was probably John Wade's widow and possibly a sister to Ellenor Coffee.  The Deed was witnessed by Alexander McAlexander, Micajah Burnett, Zachariah Burnett, and William Burnett.  The Burnett name seems to have been Anglicized to Barnett.  William Shasteen of Franklin County, VA. is thought to have married a Sarah Barnett and named a son Barnett Chastain.  William Chastain's {Shasteen's} son, George and his wife, Rebecca (Staton) Chastain, named a son Peter, probably after his grandfather, Peter, Jr.  Then they named a son William, no doubt after George's father.  Ref.:  "Little Otter To Lost River" by Claude E. Cook. .... Franklin County Courthouse records (Tax) show William Shasteen in Franklin County about the time of it's formation in 1785, which would account for his absence from the 1785 Census of Amherst County."

page 148 Bedford Co. - "1774 - Deed Book 51, Page 213.  Chasteen, James.  Bought land from George Walton."  {Is this supposed to be Rev. James or James the brother of Jesse?}

page 148 Bedford Co. - "1778 - Deed Book 6, page 12.  Chastain, James to Ann Witt, 15 acres, part of 150 acres on Otter River next to lines of William Reed and Thomas Roberson.  (LBC note.  A daughter of John Chastain(2) Pierre Chastain (1) of Cumberland County, VA. married Benjamin Witt.  In John Chastain's Will he refers to her as Mary.  However, it seems as she was named Marianne. Believe this Ann witt was the wife of Lewis, son of Benjamin Witt b 1712/14 and husband of marianne Mary Ann Chastain, see PAF file for more detail)"

page 148 Bedford Co. - "1779 - Deed Book 6, page 310.  Chastain, James to Lettice Brown.  Southside of Otter River on Thomas Robinson's line.   Corner on Moses Run (Mouth).  50 acres.  Witnesses:  Henry Brown, Francis Burks and Samuel Addams."

page 148 Bedford Co. - "1779 - Deed Book 6, page 311.  Chastain, James to Samuel Addams.  South side of Moses Branch, a south branch of Otter River.  On George White's line and lines of John Roberts, James Edens and Samuel Adams.  Witnesses:  Richard Routon, John Routon and Mary Perrin."

page 151 Bedford Co. - "James Edens' land adjoined that of James Chastain in Bedford County.  See Deed Book 6, page 311.  This seems to verify that this is the Rev. James Chastain who travelled with James Edens to Tennessee to establish new churches.  James Edens also moved to South Carolina about the same time as James Chastain."  {Is this the only evidence that this land is the Rev. James Chastain?}

Following info probably not pertinent.

Later Information from Pierre Chastain Assoc:  
I do however question this, why would there be a guardianship in 1811 for a woman that was married in 1807 and born  1784, referring to Patsy Chasky m Noah Bondurant below
Confirming Source: US & Int’l Marriage Records – Martha Chastain b 1784 VA married Noah Bondurant b 1781 VA in 1807

JAMES CHASKY
     Wife: Polly ______________ [RDS note, nick name for Mary]
      Child: Patsy [RDS note, nick name for Martha] Chasky - m. Noah Bondurant, in Virginia, 10 Sep 1807
      [Source: The Chestnut Tree, Vol. III, #1, p. 5]
      Notes: "Points of Interest", by Forest Faris
      Deed Book 5, p. 66 of the Amherst County, Virginia records.
      Jas Chasky (signed Chasten SHASTEEN), R. O. Chapan, Abner Padgett, 19 Aug 1811, 
         for J. S. as guardian of Patsy Chasky.
      Bond is also signed by Polly Chastain Patsey Shasteen, and the name of Chapan is not signed.
      The James in Bedford County, Virginia is sometimes given as the same as the James in Amherst County, 
      Virginia; however from the information Faris had James in Amherst County was serving in the army 
      while the other lived in Bedford County, Virginia [Referring to James brother of Jesse, went to KY 1790]
Additional Research:

1810 census VA – No Chasky.  Bondurant only in Buckingham, no Chapan, no Chasteen, no Shasteen, only William Chastain in Amelia VA, 7 Padgett families including Abner in Amherst alone,  James Shastead in Amherst, Robt Shakan (Shasteen) in Rockbridge
Noah Bondurant (b 1781 VA d aft 1850 census One world 14 Dec 1856 Jefferson Co. IN)

m Martha “Patsy” Chastain 1807 (b 1784 VA d aft 1850 census One world abt 1865 Jefferson Co. IN or 18 Oct 1865 Bethany/Sherman, Harrison Co., MO) 

   Ancestry.com US and Int’l Marriage 1560-1900 Noah Bondurant (b 1781 VA) m Martha Chastain 1807 (b 1784 VA)

   1810 census Buckingham VA – Noah Bondurant  males 1 – 1 - - - - 1 - - - - (Listed under Thomas Bondurant 
         with older adults, probably his parents)

   1840 census Shelby, Jefferson, IN – Noah Bondurant males 2 15-20 (b abt 1820-1825) 1 50-60 – females 1 50-60

   1850 census Shelby, Jefferson, IN – Noah Bondurant 66 b abt 1784 VA, Martha 66 b abt 1784 VA

   1850 census Shelby, Jefferson, IN – Noah J Bondurant 28 b abt 1822, Sara 21, Mary F 4, Noah H 2, Martha E 0
See also http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/47537154/person/6791503041?ssrc=&ml_rpos=1
U.S. and International Marriage Records, 1560-1900 Source number: 5306.003; Source type: Family group sheet, FGSE, listedas parents; Number of Pages: 1

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=14765470 Born in Buckingham County, Virginia; Wife of Noah Bondurant; Dau of Rene Chastain, wife of Noah Anthony Bondurant, Martha d 18 Oct 1865

U.S. and International Marriage Records, 1560-1900 Noah Bondurant b VA 17841 spouse Martha Chastain v VA 1784 Marriage 1807

Samples of other guardianships found: 

BOND OF MARTHA C. ALLEN AND WILLIAM TOWNES

FOR VIRGINIA ANN ALLEN

Know all men by these present that we Martha C. Allen and William Townes are held and

Firmly bound unto the Commonwealth of Virginia in the sum of Three thousand Dollars 

To pay which we bind ourselves, our heirs & jointly and severally firmly by these present.

Sealed with our seals and dated this 21st day of April 1851.

The Condition of the above obligation is such that if the above bound Martha C. Allen who

Has this day been appointed by the County Court of Mecklenburg County,

Guardian of Virginia Ann Allen orphan of Leroy P. Allen, Deceased. Now

If the said Martha C. Allen should faithfully discharge her duties of said

Guardian according to Law, then the above obligation to be void otherwise to

Remain in full force and virtue.                         Martha C. Allen (seal)

                                                                            William Townes (seal)

At a County Court held for Mecklenburg County at the Court House thereof on Monday

The 21st day of  April 1851 in the 75th year of the Commonwealth

                                      The Court doth assign Martha C. Allen Guardian of Virginia

Ann Allen orphan of Leroy P. Allen deceased. Entered into and acknowledged a Bond with 

William Townes her security in the penalty of Thirty thousand Dollards conditioned according

To Law which Bond is ordered to be recorded.

State of Virginia

                             Mecklenburg County Court

                                          I Richard B. Baptist clerk of the county court of Mecklenburg

County and State aforesaid do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and perfect

Transcript of the record of  the Guardianship of Martha C. Allen Guardian of Virginia Ann 

Allen orphan of LeRoy P. Allen and is fully and wholly is the same now such among

The records of my office.       In testimony whereof

                                                I hereby set my hand and

                                                Affix my seal of the court

                                                At office this 22nd day

                                                of April 1851 in the 75th

                                                year of the Commonwealth

                                                Rich'd B. Batist

State of Virginia Mecklenburg County towit

                                 I Abram Keen the only presiding

Justice in and for said County do hereby certify

That Richard B. Baptist who has given the precluding certificate as clerk of 

Said court, of the said Mecklenburg in said form, given under my hand

This 22 day of April 1851.          Abm Keen (JP)
======================================

Comments on what a bond was
http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/2012/09/20/the-amount-of-a-bond/ 
And then there’s that issue about the amount of the bond. There wasn’t any fixed rate set by the law — the statute simply said the court should set a bond (which, remember, is a promise to pay if the person giving the bond didn’t do what the law required him to do).
Correspondence with Bob Baird –

Ray,

You are correct regarding bonds.  No money actually changed hands.  

If it helps, when Virginia first issued dollars as currency in 1780 it set an official exchange rate of 6 shillings per dollar.  That exchange rate was confirmed by an act 12 years later in 1792 that set exchange rates between a variety of foreign currencies and both dollars and pounds.   $1,000 would have been equivalent to 300 pounds.   Whether that was still the case in 1811 is anyone's guess, but it seems a safe assumption.  

$1,000 strikes me as a very large sum for a bond unless there were a few slaves involved or a very large crop -- or if the person had notes due, as for a property sale.   Since the local justices were personally responsible for estates, for their own protection they normally set the bond comfortably higher than their estimate of the estate's value.  Even so, $1,000 is not a trivial amount.  

I would suggest that you take a look at other bonds executed within a year or two of 1811 to see if that particular court was in the habit of demanding large bonds.

I can't think of any reason why the person for whom the guardian was being appointed would sign the bond or anything else.  

Bob Baird

On Mar 28, 2014, at 12:00 PM, Ray Shasteen <ray@shasteen.com> wrote:

 Appreciate your response. Was close to what I was expecting. My take on this is that in this 1810 era in Amherst VA, they were still adjusting to the new money standards from the old and still using some degree of both. This guardianship is puzzling as there is no mention of a minor and the person being "guarded" appears to have also signed the guardianship. The family was by no means well off and were liquidating prior to migration to Ohio. In this era, am I correct in assuming the bond was not actually money deposited, but a commitment to pay to the court that amount if the guardian failed in his duties?

 I guess that is a big part of my hang up, selling 230 acres for 130 pounds and committing to a 1000 dollar bond for personal property seems disproportional in relation to the combined wealth of the family.

 I'm thinking the guardianship is for an older related woman and was done to be able to clearly sell the property by her son.

 Again, appreciate your response and advice. Let me know if you have any additional thoughts and I'll let you get back to your monetary value paper.

 -----Original Message-----

 From: Bob Baird [mailto:]  Sent: Friday, March 28, 2014 10:46 AM  To: Ray Shasteen  Subject: Re: Bob's Genealogy Filing Cabinet

I'm back home.  I have been compiling information on monetary values for the last few years, hoping to eventually write a paper.  After looking through my material, I have nothing that might help you translate dollars into Virginia pounds for Amherst circa 1811.

However, I'm not sure it would help much anyway.  The guardianship bond would have been for the approximate value of the orphan's personal estate, not the real estate.    Real estate did not require protection since it couldn't be used up or transferred without the notice of the court, and the normal process for a mature incompetent would probably involve a trustee bond rather than a guardianship bond.

 If you still need to translate dollars into pounds, my usual approach would be to get hold of the deed book and work through it deed by deed for, say, the 1810 to 1812 period, in order to construct a table of acreage and price, hoping that I could find a few dozen deeds for dollars and a few dozen more for pounds.  Having a largish number of data points for acres-per-dollar and acres-per-pound should produce a fairly tight range of conversion factors for that particular time period and county.

 Bob Baird

 On Mar 24, 2014, at 1:01 PM, Ray Shasteen < wrote:

 Name: Ray Shasteen  Email: ray@shasteen.com  Surname or Topic you are writing about: Money values  Comment: Wondering if you have any advice on money values? My specific instance is an 1811 guardianship in Amherst VA referencing 1000 dollars as a bond (can't determine if for a minor or an adult with capacity issues) followed by land sales in 1812 by the same family or 70 pounds for 130 acres of land and 60 pounds for 100 acres. I thought perhaps by determining the relationship of funds, I might be more able to resolve the identity of the person in the guardianship.

 A couple hours on the internet has not provided any rational information, so I thought you might either have some experience with this or possibly suggest a place to explore the relative value.

Thanks for your time

Ray Shasteen Time: March 24, 2014 at 1:01 pm  IP Address: 98.196.175.168  Contact Form URL: http://www.genfiles.com/home/contact/  Sent by an unverified visitor to your site.

